The WildTimes
N E W Z o o & A d v e n t u r e Pa r k

Meet the Keepers: Ka tie
Katie has been working at the the best husbandry care possiNEW Zoo since 2013. Read ble.
our interview with her to learn
What part of your day do
more:
you least look forward to?
How long have you been a Waking up to be at work bezookeeper? I interned at the fore 6am. I am not a morning
National Aquarium in Balti- person!
more, Maryland. Then I inWhat is the hardest part of
terned at Northwest Trek in
your job? When you do your
Eatonville, Washington.
I very best care, observations,
worked one year at the Denver and treatments, and your aniZoo before moving to the Dal- mal is sick. :(
las Zoo for a full-time keeper
position. After sweating there What is your favorite animal
for a year, I moved back home at the zoo and why? Military Macaw, Tessa. Her friend
to Green Bay.
passed away shortly after I
How did you get into the started working here. I did all I
zookeeping business? I origi- could to comfort her and in
nally went to Iowa State Uni- doing so, we built a bond and
versity with the intention of she always can make me smile
becoming a vet. I decided that and feel special.
it wasn’t for me and talked to
my advisor about my future. If you could choose any aniShe had suggested trying an mal to add to the zoo’s collecinternship at a zoo, so I accept- tion, what would it be and
ed the internship in Baltimore why? Beavers! They have so
and knew it was what I wanted much personality! I worked
with them in Washington and
to do.
really enjoyed it. I really enjoy
What is your favorite part working with rodents.
about working at a zoo? I
love training animals. Building What do you wish more peoa relationship and trust with a ple knew or understood
critter is truly heartwarming. about your job? It is not an
It’s great learning to work with easy job! There are a lot of
an animal in order to provide things that go into being a good
keeper.
Understanding and

Issue 86
May 2015

Inside this Issue...
reading behaviors in order to
determine health and personality, for example. We have to be
able to detect the slightest thing
or change in behavior, because
in the wild, like here at the zoo,
the animals can mask ANY
health issue. We have to know
the basic medical treatments,
dietary needs, social needs, and
even environmental needs for
each species we work with.
Keepers have to have big
hearts and will do anything for
the animals they care for, including waking up every couple hours to administer medication when needed; or cut down
a 100 foot tree for enrichment
for half the animals in the zoo!
We all lose sleep and have
nightmares when our animals
are ill. In all, a keeper wears
many hats: dietician, maid
(cleaner), maintenance worker,
construction worker, inventor,
vet, care giver, trainer, and
environmentalist.
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Conser va tion Connection: A new futur e for coral r eefs?
From Science Daily.com...
Coral reefs, true reservoirs of biodiversity, are seriously threatened by
human activities and climate change.
Consequently, their extinction has
often been heralded. Now, researchers are painting a less gloomy picture: the planet's reefs are not
doomed to disappear. But they will
be very different from the ones we
presently know. A new coral fauna
will emerge, coming from the species
that are most resistant to temperature
increases.
During the first decade of the 21st
century, the intensification of cyclones, the phenomenon of coral
bleaching due to ocean warming,
outbreaks of a coral-eating starfish
and coral diseases left us with this
fear. But today, scientists are revising
their pessimistic forecasts from the
previous decade. In fact, recent research works show that, while numerous coral species have indeed
been declining for more than 30
years, others are holding firm or even
increasing in abundance. Consequently, some reefs have recently
managed to recover.
During a vast international study

[conducted] over 15 years, IRD
researchers and their partners observed the ecological development of seven coral reefs throughout the world: two in the Caribbean, in Belize and in the American
Virgin Islands, and five throughout the Indo-Pacific Ocean in
Kenya, Taiwan, Hawaii, Moorea
and the Great Barrier Reef in Aus-

Great Barrier reef, Australia; image from Huffington Post

tralia. Consequently, the scientists
have shown the increase of certain
genera, like the Porites reef corals, real reef builders that can resist temperature rises well.
They have also put these recent
changes into perspective with regard to past events recorded in
fossil reefs, showing that the
abundance and structure of coral
populations have already varied
greatly over the course of past
millennia.
The new data has enabled them to
refine their mathematical models
and to revise their forecasts for
the coming decades. As ocean
temperatures continue to rise, a
subset of "winning" species will
thrive: those that have the greatest
heat tolerance, the best population
growth rates or the greatest longevity. These species should progressively populate the planet's
reefs, until they dominate them

entirely.
Consequently, the underwater
landscapes of the future will be
very different to the ones that
have been known for millennia.
However, much remains to be discovered regarding this new coral
fauna and its features. One question in particular remains: Will
these new eco-systems continue to
meet the needs of the populations
who depend on them?
Article adapted from: Institut de Recherche pour le
Développement (IRD). A
" new future for corals:
Persistence and change in coral reef communities."
ScienceDaily. ScienceDaily, 27 April 2015.
<www.sciencedaily.com/
es/2015/04/150427124442.htm>

Do YOUR part to help protect
ocean species by using the
SEAFOOD WATCH App.
Download it today for iPhone or
Android. Just search for
“Seafood Watch” in your App
Store.
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Animal Collection Repor t: April 2015, by Carmen Murach
Two Bison have been added to the
collection. The young females
were born at a bison farm in
Northern Wisconsin. They were
purchased and transported by a
donor and presented as a gift to
the NEW Zoo on 4/6/15. Petunia
and Clover will be undergoing
quarantine in an off exhibit area
until mid-May. Once their quarantine period is over, they will join
the elk and pronghorn in the prairie grasslands exhibit.
A female Burrowing Owl was
transferred from the St. Louis Zoo
on 3/29/15. Luna was hatched at
the St. Louis Zoo and is not quite
a year old. She has been released
from quarantine and has joined
Bing on exhibit in the Riley building. After the two birds had a
chance to get to know each other
during a “howdy” phase (Luna
safely in a pet carrier within the
exhibit), the Zookeeper began supervised full introductions. By the
second day, the young female was
snuggling up to her new companion.

made her a good candidate for the
move. In this situation, the social
needs of the animals took precedence over quarantine concerns
and the two wolves were introduced as soon as she arrived.
Zookeepers Kim Dekker and Holly Bree chauffeured Ayita to her
new home and were able to assist
with the introduction. The two
wolves got along very well instantly. Staff at the zoo pointed
out that Phoenix, who normally
has a pronounced limp, was hiding it well as he was strutting
around and showing off to impress the new girl!

should become evident soon. Visitors will be able to witness the
shockingly rapid growth throughout the summer while he is “in
velvet”. Each year, a male elk
grows a new set of antlers – an
impressive feat considering that
they are comprised of bone!

The NEW Zoo, like many other
zoos in the nation, has been responding to outbreaks of Avian
Influenza being spread by migrating waterfowl. This particular
strain of “bird flu” is very deadly
for some species of birds
(mammals, including humans, are
not susceptible). In order to protect the zoo birds, we have delayed moving some of them
(parrots, African crow) into their
summer exhibits. We are also
keeping some ponds empty during
the migration season to discourage wild ducks from landing in
exhibits and mingling with zoo
birds. A few birds (cranes, swans)
Photo by Garth Seehawer
have been moved to off-exhibit
indoor areas to keep them safe
A Laughing Kookaburra chick until migration season is over.
hatched on 4/16/15 and is doing
well. Both parents (like the one
pictured above) are keeping very
busy carrying crickets, mealworms, waxworms and mice to
the chick throughout the day. The
adult birds are willing to let their
primary Zookeeper check on the
baby, take weights and even feed
it an occasional tidbit himself.

One of the six Red Wolf pups
born here last year was transferred
to the Henson Robinson Zoo in
Springfield, IL. on 4/16/15. The
male wolf at the IL. zoo lost his
mate and the SSP determined that
one of our young females would
be a good match. We worked very
quickly to make the transfer as the
male was very lonely. We determined that young Ayita’s bold The male elk lost his antlers on
personality and preference for 4/21/15. Last year, he retained
spending time with her father them until 5/7. New antler growth

Wattled Crane. Photo by Garth Seehawer.
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N.E.W. Zoological Society News
Our 3rd annual “Skunks are Beautiful” Cribbage tournament was a huge success! The event held on Thursday, April 9th was SOLD
OUT days before the event. There were 70 teams in the Ski Lodge at the NEW Zoo and the place was hopping! We were up
approximately 30 teams from the prior year and we doubled our proceeds. At this time we would normally show you a picture of the
event and everyone having fun. The person responsible for the picture taking was so caught up in the event happenings she failed to
take any pictures. I know who I am so there is no need to share my name. Instead here are pictures of the wonderful people & zoo
staff that helped set up, serve food, sell raffle tickets, clean up, & everything else that made this event successful. Thank you to more
wonderful people (not shown below) Mary Jo Nash, Mark Soderlund, Dean Tackmier, & Steve Krawczyk.

Window Art Contest Winners
In 2015 we held our 1st Annual “Window Art Contest”. An invitation was sent out to area schools looking for interested young
artists to create a design for two windows inside of the Education Center at the zoo. Pablo & Jose, students from Edison School,
were this year’s winners with the design below. Gregory Frederic, talented local artist, assisted & mentored Pablo & Jose with this
masterpiece! They painted on the inside of the window for an outside viewing. This was no easy task but they made this zoo animal
painting look beautiful. We will have our 2nd Annual contest next Spring.

Contact the Society at 920-434-6814 for information regarding these events.
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From the Dir ector: A Mother’s Love, by Neil Anderson
As we prepare to
celebrate Mother’s
Day at the NEW
Zoo & Adventure
Park this month on
Sunday, May 10th,
I thought about a
video I saw recently on You
Tube that reminded me about a mother’s love.
It’s a story of a young elephant’s reunion
with her mother after years apart, and it
will tug at your heart, too. It began when
the young elephant, after spending only
three and a half years with her mother,
was sold to a tourist agency in Thailand
to become part of a riding service. At
only 3 and half years old, the young elephant, called Me-Bai, was separated for
the first time from her mother. We have
to put this in perspective: one of the

strongest bonds on earth between a
mother and a calf is in the elephant family. Elephants live in a matriarchal society
which is usually controlled by the oldest
and most dominant female. Her family is
made up of her daughters and granddaughters. The young males leave at a
relatively early age. An elephant mother’s gestation period is about 22 months.
At birth, the mother elephant is tightly
surrounded and protected by a ring of
other female elephants. The bond between this family helps secure a successful birth. Elephant mothers nurse their
calves between 4 to 6 years. Young elephants stay with their mothers for approximately 16 years. This is truly one
of nature’s unequivocal bonds between a
mother and her offspring. A relationship
between a mother elephant and her
daughter is one of the most special relationships of unconditional love in the
animal world.

So we pick up the story with Me-Bai.
After being sold to a tourist agency, she
proved to be too young for the work of a
riding service and began to lose weight
and could no longer carry tourists. Fortunately, the founder of Thailand’s Elephant Nature Park was able to secure the
young elephant and place her in the
park’s “Pamper a Pachyderm” program.
Me-Bai’s mother was sent out to a different riding service, and eventually was
also able to be relocated to the Elephant
Nature Park just before Me-Bai arrived.
The heartwarming video link of MeBai’s journey and re-union after several
years being separated from her mother is
one I would like to share as we celebrate
our own reunions with our Mothers.
Have a wonderful and happy Mother’s
day celebrating with or remembering all
our mothers on Mother’s Day! The link
to the video is www.youtube.com/
elephantnews .Enjoy—and I hope it
touches you like it did me.

Highway 41 is getting just a little WILDER this month!
We are excited to let you know that during the month of May, we will have a new billboard displayed on Hwy 41/141
Southbound, on the digital board located just north of the County B exit! Each week during the month, a new design
(like the one pictured below) will be featured, promoting both the Zoo and our Memberships. We are grateful to Zoo
Volunteer Garth Seehawer for providing us with a rich selection of high-quality photographs of NEW Zoo animals to
choose from, not only for the billboards, but for a variety of other graphics around the facility, on our website, and
more. All of the pictures featured in these billboards were taken by Garth. So THANK YOU, GARTH, for doing
what you do—and for being a part of our Volunteer Family!
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Want to know more about the
WildTimes? Have a suggestion for an
article you would like to see, or would you like
to submit an article?
Contact the Editor, Angela,
at 920-662-2405 or through email, at
education@newzoo.org!

4378 Reforestation Road
Green Bay, WI 54313
Phone: 920-434-7841
Fax: 920-434-4162
E-mail: info@newzoo.org

We are your only AZA Accredited Zoo in
Northeastern Wisconsin.

Your NEW Zoo is an always new, natural adventure
that promotes recreation, education, and conservation
through encounters with live animals.

Join our online communities:
Facebook.com/NEWZooGB
Twitter.com/NEWZooGB

Upcoming Events & Things to Remember...
May 10th
Mother’s Day. 9am to 6pm. Free admission for mothers and grandmothers. Gifts for moms while supplies
last, sponsored by: Beernsten’s Candies and Charles Wery Farms. LLC.

May 15th
Endangered Species Day. We will be open 9am to 6pm.

May 23rd through 25th
Memorial Day Weekend. We will be open 9am to 6pm. Exhibit Chats and Amphitheater Presentations begin.
Daily schedule will be available on our website.

June 1st
Summer Hours begin. We will be open daily 9am to 8pm. Giraffe Feeding Experience will be open daily from
10:30am to 1:30pm and from 2:30pm to 5:30pm.

